


A revised PVC Credit in the Green Star building rating tool
has been released following an extensive 18 month review
by the Green Building Council of Australia (GBCA).

From 77 April the new PVC Credit permits PVC products in
Green Star projects in its most common applications — pipe,
fittings and conduit, cable, flooring and resilient wall coverings
—that achieve best practice performance in the life cycle of
the product. All other PVC applications can be specified in
future Green Star projects without discrimination.

A: Since its launch, the

GBCA has had a ‘PVC
Minimisation Credit’ in the
Materials section of the Green
Star building rating tool. It
was a ‘negative Credit’ which
awarded points to Green Star
building projects where it
showed use of PVC had been
substituted.

Under the GBCA’s new
approach, Green Star has
designed a ‘PVC Credit’

to encourage best practice
in the PVC industry. There
is no longer a disincentive
to use PVC products in
Green Star projects.

Q:

A: GBCA has recognised

the progress of the Australian
PVC industry to improve its
environmental performance,
largely through the industry’s

Product Stewardship Program.

Following recommendations
of its PVC Expert Reference
Panel and a comprehensive
life cycle review, the GBCA
recognised industry had
addressed a number of its
earlier concerns and made
significant improvements
over the past 5 years.

Q:

A: The new PVC Credit
permits in Green Star projects
PVC products in its most
common applications — pipe,
fittings and conduit, cable,
flooring and resilient wall
coverings — that achieve best
practice performance in the
life cycle of the product. It
awards up to two points where
it is shown that best practice
PVC has been used in these
applications. All other PVC
applications can be specified
in future Green Star projects
without discrimination.

Q:

A: Up to two points are
awarded where a percentage
of the most common uses

of PVC in buildings (by cost)
are independently verified
as compliant with the Best
Practice Guidelines for PVC
in the Built Environment.

The Guidelines establish best
practice criteria throughout
the life cycle of PVC products,
covering aspects such as:

e Chlorine

¢ Vinyl Chloride Monomer
(VCM)

e Waste, Water, Air and
Product Emission thresholds
for Ethylene Dichloride
(EDC), VCM, and PVC Resin

o Stabilisers and Plasticisers;

e End of Life Product
Stewardship

e Recyclate.

POINTS ARE AWARDED
AS FOLLOWS:

e (One point where 60% of PVC
products (by cost) complies

® Two points where 90% of PVC
products (by cost) complies.

A: Product manufacturers
will need to provide third
party verification that their
products meet the criteria.
There are three potential
routes to provide evidence
of independent verification,
in brief:

1_1S0 14001 ENVIRONMENTAL
MANAGEMENT SYSTEM (EMS)

Inclusion of the Best Practice
Guidelines for PVC in the
manufacturer or supplier’s
independently audited ISO
14001 EMS. The independent
auditors’ compliance
certificate and written
assurance of compliance

to the Guidelines constitutes
the Green Star project
documentation required.

2_PRODUCT DECLARATION

Manufacturers and suppliers
must have an independently
audited product declaration
that includes the specific
criteria of the Best Practice
Guidelines for PVC. A copy
of the compliance certificate
issued by the auditor must
be included in the Green Star
submission along with a copy
of the product declaration.

3_PRODUCT CERTIFICATION

Independent accreditation
program(s) or product
certification schemes

that integrate the specific
criteria of the Guidelines
into a Standard or scheme
(eg.Type 5 ISO product
certification and GBCA-
approved eco labels).
Evidence of independent
accreditation of the product(s)
(eg. to the Standard or

eco label) constitutes the

Green Star project
documentation needed.

A guidance document to

be used by all independent
auditors undertaking PVC
product assessments against
the GBCA Best Practice
Guidelines is being prepared.

Until the verification
document is released, the
GBCA will accept an interim
measure for the declaration
of evidence, based on a
manufacturer’s declaration
of compliance. Further
information is available

on the GBCA website in

the Technical Clarifications
and Credit Interpretation
Requests spreadsheet at
www.ghca.org.au/green-star/
materials-category/revised-
green-star-pvc-credit/2716.htm

The Vinyl Council of Australia
may license a mark to verified
products to provide ready
recognition in the market
that these products achieve
compliance with the

PVC Credit.

A register of licensed products
will be maintained on its
website at www.vinyl.org.au

For details of the revised PVC
Credit visit the Materials
Category under Green Star
on the GBCA website at
www.ghca.org.au



